
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                     April 28, 2019 
  
SECOND  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship – John 20:1-18 
 Hymn – 111 [Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing] 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
 Gracious God, I have expectations regarding what being cared 
for by you is like.  These were formed in my childhood, a time in 
life when I thought of you as that which would get me what I 
wanted.  I would know I was cared for if what I wanted came my 
way.  Well, some of what I want has come my way, but not a-lot 
of it.  I am no longer a child, but my expectations have not 
changed, and as a consequence I often feel un-cared for, 
something which occasionally moves toward anger, 
disappointment and even bitterness.  I need an image of you that 
is not focused on wish-fulfillment and the life I want, but on 
engagement and involvement with the life that is actually mine.  I 
need to think of your caring for me in terms of your being with me 
in the trenches of my life, helping me to cope with the issues that 
I face.  That way, at the end of my life, when life has not turned 
out as I wanted, I will be able to trust that you will care for me in 
what lies ahead just as you have in the past. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 
 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 20:19-31 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 108 [Christ Is Alive!] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
 
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Lunch 
MONDAY    1:00  Presbyterian Women, at Olwen’s 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for May 5, 2019 
Acts 9:1-6 (7-20); Psalm 30; Revelations 5:11-14; John 21:1-19. 

 
F.Y.I. 
 The Presbyterian women will meet tomorrow, Monday, April 
29th, at 1:30pm, at Olwen’s home. The lesson is #7. Pam Novelly is 
the leader. Marolyn is the hostess. 
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Second Sunday of Easter (John 20:19-31) 
 I have always struggled with the idea of a bodily resurrection. There is 
nothing in my experience that helps me understand what such a concept 
refers to. Which leaves me with my imagination. My imagination paints a 
picture of me, with no outer or inner scars or defects, with zero body fat, 
in the best physical and emotional condition possible, somewhere in my 
twenties or early thirties. I like such an image of me resurrecting, up until 
I realize that this “me” is a figment of my imagination and, in fact, never 
existed. So then, which “me” would resurrect? When I voiced any doubts 
about the reality of a bodily resurrection, I was told that it is something in 
which one had “faith,” and it was best not to ask any questions. 
 When I was older, I realized that the belief in a bodily resurrection is a 
function of the deep human need to know that there is more to life than 
what we experience. At the end of life, the question can press upon us 
intensely: Is this all there is? Usually the images of life after death are 
provided by what was missing or lacking in our time of life. The hope is 
that these will be ours. 
 When I was much older, I realized that the accounts of Jesus’ 
resurrection can be read and taken literally and also figuratively or 
metaphorically. If we read them literally, we tend to take them as saying 
there is life after our physical death, life at some point in the future. If we 
read them figuratively or metaphorically, we tend to take them as saying 
there is life after the many mental/emotional deaths we experience 
during our time of life, life in the present. Waiting for more life to come at 
some point in the future seems like an ineffective way to have a life. 
Looking for the way’s life comes from the many mental and emotional 
deaths that occur in the present is a more effective and substantial way 
to have a life. 
 I think the resurrection narratives are telling us that life comes from 
incorporating the wounds we receive in living as well as the deaths that 
follow being wounded. More life comes to us as we own the feelings that 
come with being wounded and assimilate the lessons learned from the 
deaths that follow. More life comes, an expanded life, an enriched life. As 
we recognize how life comes from death in this way, and as we participate 
in its occurrence, the conviction forms in us that the same thing will come 
to us at the time of our physical death. We approach our end of life with 
a faith based on the knowledge that just as life comes from death 
metaphorically so also life comes from death literally. 

[Jim Robie, 4-25-19] 
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SECOND  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER – John 20:19-31 
 There are three resurrection appearances recorded in John 20. 
When Mary tells the disciples that she has “seen” the Lord, the 
word translated into English as “seen” is a verb meaning “to stare 
at; by implication to discern clearly, physically or mentally.” The 
same word is used when the disciples tell Thomas that they have 
“seen” the Lord. It is again used when Jesus asks Thomas: “Have 
you believed because you have ‘seen’ me?” We have all been 
taught to understand what is being written in these accounts 
“literally,” as though an actual person is what was seen, in the usual 
and most basic sense of “seeing.” We have not been taught to 
understand what is being said in these accounts “metaphorically,” 
where what is written is regarded as representative or symbolic of 
something else, especially something abstract. I am deliberately 
highlighting the distinction between reading these narratives 
“literally” and reading them “metaphorically” because in my 
experience reading them metaphorically makes them more 
relevant to our life in the present. 
 I suggest that the phrase “we have seen the Lord” is a metaphor, 
a figure of speech in which a word or phrase is applied to an object 
or action to which it is not literally applicable.  When we “discern” 
something, we perceive or recognize or distinguish someone or 
something by either sight or the other senses. I suggest that the 
disciples did not directly “see” Jesus with their eyes, but rather 
“discerned” him with their other senses. I think what happened is 
that the disciples began to remember or recall things Jesus had said 
or done, or insights dawned upon them as to the meaning of things 
he had said or done, and they expressed their experience as their 
being in his presence again, i.e. they had “seen” him in the sense 
of discerned him mentally/emotionally, or “felt” him, 
metaphorically. 
 What is it that was “discerned?” I suggest the following: that 
more life is given to us through incorporating 1) the wounds that 
come to us in the course of living, and also 2) the deaths that come 
from those wounds. By “incorporating” I mean experiencing the 
feelings being wounded evokes and learning from them, and also 
sorting through and sifting any memories that come with those 

feelings, as well as considering any insights that come to us about 
ourselves by being wounded, and then noticing anything about us 
that dies because we are wounded. Our wounds might be physical, 
but in addition and essentially they will be internal, like to our sense 
of self, our self-understanding or self-image or self-experience. The 
deaths will be in the interior of our life. This internal work brings us 
more life than we experienced before the wounding. 
 The advantage of reading the resurrection accounts as 
metaphors is that they then can be applied to the many wounds and 
deaths that come to us mentally and emotionally while we are 
breathing. If we read them literally, we tend to focus on what 
happens after we stop breathing. I suggest that the primary 
application of the resurrection accounts is to tell us what happens 
while we are living, and the application to what happens when we 
actually die is an extension based on experiences that happen while 
living—namely that life comes through the incorporating of wounds 
and the deaths that come from them. In the resurrection accounts 
in Matthew and Luke, Jesus re-emphasizes something he taught in 
his life, that the “Messiah,” i.e. the way of living that sets things 
right, involves having intense experiences (suffering), dying, and 
after three days rising again. In the resurrection accounts the 
disciples seem to have awakened to what he was saying, and to 
them it was as though he was with them again. 
 To paraphrase John 20:29…Jesus asks Thomas if he trusts that 
life comes from experiencing the wounds we receive in life and the 
deaths that come from them, if he trusts this because he has finally 
discerned what Jesus was talking about. And then Jesus says—how 
fortunate are those who have come to trust this and never laid eyes 
on him. If we doubt that life comes through incorporating wounds 
and the deaths that come from them, and if we take our doubts 
seriously and seek to have them addressed, the same discernment 
will come to us. 

[Jim Robie, 4-26-19, 2nd of Easter, Cycle C, John 20:19-31] 


